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[bookmark: _GoBack]	Chapter XVIII of ‘Home to Harlem’ portrays the theme of racial oppression and its effects on Jake Brown and his colleagues.  The insidiousness of racism is a primary theme in this chapter. For instance, the menial jobs that are available for Jake when he comes to live in Harlem portray the level of racial repression on black communities in the United States. McKay reveals that racial segregation is a constant force in the lives of black people by determining the jobs they can handle, how much money they can make, and where they can pursue their education (McKay, 2012). Jake cannot get the right job for himself due to racial differences in the community. Jake is keen to note that racism is holding him back from living out his potential. He would like to be educated just like Ray though the perception of black people as uneducated does not allow him to get educated. The same racism based attitude keeps Ray from being able to use his education to get a better job. The author also shows the lives of the working-class kin, the black communities, and the subservience to white people that came with unemployment. 
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